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Nowadays, more and more Chinese students are choosing to seek their
bachelor and master degree in America. However, there are some difference
between Chinese and American education system. Both have different goals that
students must achieve. Chinese education focus on students’ learning foundation:
How students manage and use the knowledge they learn in school and how well
they are understanding for knowledge. American education as being helpful for the
cultivation of students’ creativity, teachers are more interested in how students use
and applied knowledge in society. They make students think critically and create as
much concepts as they can. There are five different aspects about comparing
Chinese students and American students that | want to talk about on this critical

writing article.

I. Classroom Setting
Speaking to classroom setting, there are some differences between
American classrooms and Chinese classrooms. Both have their own
advantages and disadvantages. Many people think that the setting of an
American classroom is usually more creative and lively than a Chinese
classroom. This might be true, but there should be a room for discussion in

terms of these two comparison.




When people think of Chinese education, there is a picture of a certain
ideal coming up: a teacher standing in front of the classroom, holding a
chalk, writing lots of words on the blackboard. All the students sit on their
seats, and listen focus. Every classroom holds 30-35 students, each of them
has their own setting which are desk and chair. Due to the classroom size,
the settings are usually put in straight line.

Differently, in the American classroom, it’s usually divided by three
areas which are instructional area, table area, and reading area. Teacher
stands in front of the classroom to deliver a class as well, but students gather
In the instructional area which is a place covered by a carpet. If students
need to do work sheet or write something, they go back to table areas, where
the teacher arrange the place more like circle or group discussion table
setting. Moreover, for the reading area, there are some cushions and pillows
which can let students lie down and read books in a comfortable way.

Compared to these two-different types of classroom, we can be told
American classroom setting is more student-centered than Chinese
classroom setting which has their advantages and disadvantages. For
Chinese classroom setting, students sit on their own seats so most of them
taking notes while they are having class which make them learning while

doing. Controversy, for American classroom setting, the students sit on the




carpet and listen to teacher. Then, they go back to table area and do the
worksheets which make them find out their own questions and they can do
some brain storming.

On the other hand, Chinese students hang on teacher’s every word
during class, and making lots of notes while learning. Some of them don’t
usually understand what teacher is really saying. Moreover, for American
students, they easily get distracted by sitting on the carpet. Because every
student sit next to each other, they talk and get distracted.

As a result, Chinese students train to be more relying on teachers,

however, American students are more independent while learning.

I1. Curriculum and Textbooks
Speaking to curriculum, there are a huge different between American

and Chinese education background. Take Taiwan as an example, in Taiwan,
educators use Gradel to 9 Curriculum System which is an across elementary
and secondary education based on using the cohesion textbooks. Thus,
Taiwanese Students are learning cohesively and completeness. Differently,
in American, educators use Common Core Curriculum system which
provides clear and consistent learning goals to help prepare students for

college, career, and life.




Taking third grade math class for example, in Taiwan, although the
Ministry of Education promotes Reform Mathematics vigorously, most of
the teachers use traditional way to teach math. For example, teachers focus
on if the answer is right or wrong, students usually use the fastest way to
solve math questions, and they rather memorize the math formula than
remember it. Differently, in America, there is “Number Talk”. Before math
class starts, teachers go through every single possible solution for each
question. Students discuss each solution, and they analyze it from various
aspects. And then students apply math questions into their daily life.

Take third grader as example, when they learn multiplication, most of
Chinese teachers force students to remember the multiplication table. The
reason is that if students commit the multiplication table to memory, they
can solve math questions quicker and more precisely. On the other hand, for
American education system, “Number Talk” learning strategies, teachers
encourage students to try several ways which can make solve process easier
or harder. For example, 8 times 9, if American students don’t know how to
solve the question, they can use distribution law which separate 8 to 2 times
4 and separate 9 to 3 times 3. Then, they times all of them together

afterwards.




Textbook, because of an across elementary and secondary education
system, each of Taiwanese student gets a different textbook for each subject
each semester also need to buy reference book to help them study.
Controversy, in America, there are some reasons that students won’t get
their own textbook. First, the price of textbooks is usually too high to afford.
Second, most of the teachers will design their curriculum for their students.

I1l. Relationship Between Students and Their Teachers
Basically, in Chinese culture, teachers are quite respected people, that’s
refer to teachers’ social statues and payment. Take China as an example, the
study, published by the Varkey GEMS Foundation shows that the social status
of teachers in China was considerably above the next highest countries, which
were Greece, Turkey and South Korea. In China, students give teacher lots of
respect and this respect is usually expressed in terms of how the student

interacts with and talks to the teacher.

Controversy, in American culture, teachers are less respected than teacher
in Chinese culture. That’s also refer to teacher’s social statues, but American
education culture also plays a key role on it. In America, students usually
express their feeling, thought, and attitude directly. Sometimes, they correct

teachers idea directly if there is any mistake.




Both culture have their advantage and disadvantage, in Chinese culture,
students show lots of respect to teachers which is good. However, they lack of
express their idea from bottom of heart. Even if they have some ideas want to
express, they will afraid that may be disrespectful to teachers. In result, most
of Chinese students, they have close relationship in harmony only in
appearance. But the good thing is, teachers in China gain lots of respect from

students and parents.

In American culture, students show their respect and they are very eager to
learn new things as well. They express their ideas when they want and need to.
However, sometimes students expect their recreational lives to come first and

try to challenge teacher’s authority.

V. Classroom Participation
As what | mentioned for the differences between classroom setting, this

will lead to diverse kinds of classroom participation. In Chinese culture,
students sit on their own seats, and listen focus during class. They take
notes, memorize things that teacher highlights, and nearly ask questions.
Students are quiet and reasonably well behaved, repeat what the teacher asks
them to repeat, and are otherwise silent while the teacher is giving class.
They understand, the priority goal for their studying is getting a good score

and accepted by a good high school and college. This class participation




pattern makes students become the people who are usually too shy to speak
out their thought. During the class, they don’t usually ask questions, they
don’t have enough confident to express their ideas. In a result, in Chinese
culture, the class participation is more likely to be teacher centered.
In American culture, American students usually ask lots of questions.
As what | mentioned for classroom setting, American students have class in
the instructional area. They are closer to the teacher; this distance will make
them feel comfortable to ask questions. It make them feel that teacher and
them are doing a group discussion, they all seat on the carpet. Then, they do
some worksheets and paper in table area, which they can find out what they
feel confused for the lesson that they just learned. Usually, teacher will walk
around the classroom at this time, if students have any questions, teacher
will give them some hints and instructions to make them solve the question.
Both classroom participation pattern has their advantages and
disadvantages. In Chinese culture, the classroom seems to be more discipline
but inflexible. Controversy, American classroom seems to be more actively
but sometimes messy.
V. The Exam
In Chinese education system, teachers usually formulate many kinds of

rule to discipline students. Chinese students usually choose to follow the rule




rather than speak up their own thought. Their primary goal to pursue is getting
high scores for academic, they usually not enjoying the process of success.
This culture can be traced back to the imperial examination system since 605
A.D. Based on this exam system culture, Chinese students had larger curricular
stress. Under this high curricular stress learning environment, students choose
to study and prepare for exams instead of doing some extra-curriculum

activities. That’s why Chinese education is called "exam-oriented education."

Compared to Chinese education, American education can be called
“quality-oriented education.” In America, students study for themselves, no
one will push them and give them stress. Teachers in school care more about
how students use knowledge in the society and they give students chances to
decide what they want to learn, so the students in America are usually more

initiative and happy while they are learning.

Education is vital in the development in students and will influence the way
they live their life. Although education is valued in all societies, the level of
importance various among the diverse cultures. Chinese culture has a different
look on education than that of American culture. Such as classroom setting,

Curriculum and textbooks, Student-teacher relationship, class participation, and the




L 1 e | L

— : I I
2xam system are all the points that make American and Chinese education system

different.
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